titions, and all were dominated by English cyclists. Thus when the oldest of the great road races still in existence, Bordeaux-Paris, was first run in May 1891, four Englishmen led the winners (23). I t soon became apparent that, properly handled, such enterprises helped to sell newspapers and also cycles. It was "le Petit Journal" that promoted the great Paris-BrestParis race in 1891, and the second great sporting daily "l'Auto", launched the Tour de France in 1903 to promote its sales.
For a long time cycling remained an expensive pastime. The bicycle itself was likely to cost five hundred francs or more, equivalent to two months of a lieutenant's pay or three of an instituteur's. R e g a r d e d as a luxury, it was first subjected to direct tax; after 1900 the bicycle was taxed indirectly through the requirement of a license plate. Characteristically, the first prophets, champions, and practitioners of the new sport were fils de famille: the racer and future trainer, Paul RUINART, was the son of a wholesale wine merchant; Tristan BERNARD, who undertook the management of the Vélodrome Buffalo in 1892, was the son of a builder and real estate man. A few years later Henri DESGRANGES, who took over the new velodrome at the Parc des Princes in 1897 and launched "l'Auto" -destined to become France's major sporting daily-was a notary's clerk, representing another social group. His humbler origins reflect the relegation of the bicycle from luxury object -one with which an arch-esthete like Robert de MONTESQUIOU did not disdain being photographed -to solid investment accessible to middle and lower middle class budgets. The change had been swift. 
t h e l a t e s t c r e a t i o n o f i nvading anglomania" (30). S o o n

i t y , f o r i t i s n o t w o r t h a s much as rugby from the educ a t i o n a l p o i n t o f v i e w . " ( 3 2 ) .
By the turn of the century French teams began to participate in international competitions, and these, especially against the English, tended to end in catastrophic scores: 15-0 in 1906, 12-0 in 1908, 11-0 in 1909, 10-l in 
M o n g e s c h o o l ' s a t h l e t i c a s s o c i a t i o n ' s f o o t b a l l t e a m
a t t r a c t s o v e r f i f t y t h o u s a n d , a football match hardly five hundred."
This remained true for ten or fifteen years. The concomitant elitism may have been a compensation, at least in part; a spurning of grapes less green than out of reach. But elitism, whatever the motives behind it, was a crucial element of contemporary sporting effort. The Racing accepted only amateurs, as defined in 1866 by the English Amateur Athletic Club in a formula that banned professionalism or the possibility of gain, stressed the fact that the amateur is a "gentleman", and excluded "mechanics, labourers and artisans." W h e n the first article of the USFSA's rules barred all but amateurs from membership, it eliminated not only any athlete who had ever competed in an open race, or for money, or for pay, or for a share of the gate receipts, or against professionals, but also specifically, anyone "who has ever been, at a n y t i m e i n h i s l i f e , a p a i 
f f e c t s o f s p o r t . " ( 3 3 )
No man could devote much time, let alone his life, to sport without a private income and not be somehow a professional. But the pioneers of pure sport addressed themselves to an audience who did not need to face this problem. Their determined stand against professionalism would play its part in the rival fortunes of Rugby and Association football.
Article 51 of the USFSA rules, concerning football competitions, declared that the national championship will be played out "in two series of matchs (sic) played according to the rules adopted by the Rugby Union." The first number of "Les Sports athlétiques" (April 5, 1890) devoted two pages out of six to "Football". Closer examination shows this to have meant rugby until December 1893, when, soccer having been admitted into the USFSA, the football rubric begins to appear with two separate subheadings: "Rugby" and "Association" -the latter only hardly and very briefly mentioned for several years more. Revealingly, the bulletin of the Club nivernais d'amateurs, founded in 1895, was entitled "Le Rugby" and continued under that title until the eve of the First World War. When in 1894 a leading figure of the USFSA, Georges de SAINT-CLAIR, published "Football (Rugby)", it (38) . When, in 1909, the Douanier ROUSSEAU painted his "Joueurs de football", the players were obviously rugby players, and so were those of later painters who depicted ball games, like André LHOTE, Albert GLEIZES and Robert DELAUNAY. Equally revealing, the illustrated cover of the "Revue des jeux scolaires" showed two young men in sports costume, one wearing cycling knickers, the other football shorts and carrying a rugby ball under his arm.
Georges de SAINT-CLAIR, President of the French Sports
a c e d w i t h a c o l d r e c e p t i o n . . . The wealthy clubs showing no i n t e r e s t , t h e r e w a s n o p u b l ic i t y f o r i t s m a t c h e s . . . S c h o o l c l u b s , t h a t i s t h e b o u r g e o i s i e , keep away for ten years. Rugby a l o n e s e e m s n o b l e , f a s c i n a t i n g "
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"It seems a s i f A s s o c i a t i o n f o o t b a l l i s essentially popular, and rugby t h e p r e s e r v e o f a n e l i t e , "
muses an observer, adding that rugby's future depends wholly on how it does "parmi les m i l i e u x s c o l a i r e s " ( 3 9 ) . R emarks such as these suggest a partial explanation of the intriguing hold of rugby on southern and most especially southwestern France.
By 1900, when Association football appeared south of the Loire, established clubs were controlled by rugby players, and a local tradition had grown up. Soccer teams and clubs were set up and, in the biggest centres, flourished. Association football became the great spectator sport of industrial urban centres, drifting to professionalism as a direct result of the role it played, the masses to which it catered, and the resources it commanded. But the small towns and small urban centres of Midi and Languedoc, which lacked both the industrial concentrations that furnished the public of professional soccer and the resources for a variety of sports, remained faithful to the amateur game with which they identified. Cities almost without industry, without an industrial proletariat, an urban network whose evolution in the 1960s can be compared to the stage reached by the industrial regions of the
